THE AUTHENTIC BIOGRAPHY OF COLONEL BECK
same people would make international life * totalitarian'
by using the League for that purpose. This glaring
contradiction needs no further comment. But I would
repeat once again that we respect the right of everybody
to handle his affairs according to his own views, provided,
however, that he refrains from attempting to model
others, and in particular us, on his own lines.
There is another danger in Geneva. It is a matter
of procedure rather than of written principles. As I
have akeady pointed out, the difficulties encountered by
the League naturally caused certain States which were
interested in these problems, or at any rate could influence
their settlement, to meet in conference, according as
new problems arose. We have taken part in some of
these moves, in particular in the Committee for Non-
intervention in Spain, being profoundly convinced that
at the moment this was the only practical means of avoid-
ing wider complications from these events in Spain.
But we are definitely opposed and shall continue to be so
in future, to any practice of causing the League, and thus
all its members, to adopt decisions taken only by a group
of States, or States outside the League of Nations. I
am afraid that in the opinion of many countries which
have developed some attachment to this common
international work, this latter factor has often produced
a discouraging effect on their attitude towards the
Geneva institution.
I have endeavoured to give you an analysis of certain
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